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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nunn et 
al. (US PGPub 2003/0233535). 

As to claim 1, Nunn et al. discloses a method for maintaining a boot order (see 
paragraph 0018, line 2) of one or more mass storage devices (Devices 150A-C, see 
Fig. 1) within a computer system (system 100, see Fig. 1), the method comprising 
determining prior to attempting an initial program load of the computer system whether 
a configuration change to the computer system was made since a previous boot of the 
computer system that would effect the boot order of the mass storage devices within the 
computer system(see paragraph 0023, lines 3-8), wherein the configuration change 
comprises removing one of the one or more mass storage devices from the computer 
system(see paragraph 0021, lines 10-14), and in response to determining that a 
configuration change was made that would effect the boot order, rearranging the boot 
order of the mass storage devices so that the mass storage devices are booted in the 
order used prior to the configuration change(see paragraph 0022), wherein rearranging 
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the boot order of the mass storage devices comprises removing an entry corresponding 
to the removed mass storage device from the boot order(see paragraph 0022, lines 3- 
7). 

As to claim 3, Nunn et al. discloses the method wherein the configuration change 
further comprises adding a mass storage device to the computer system and wherein 
rearranging the boot order of the mass storage devices further comprises placing an 
entry corresponding to the added mass storage device at the end of the boot order (see 
paragraph 0022, lines 16-19). 

As to claim 4, Nunn et al. discloses the method further comprising in response to 
determining that a configuration change was made that would effect the boot order 
storing a data structure (entry, see paragraph 0020, line 3) in a non volatile memory 
(non-volatile memory, see paragraph 0020 lines 2-3) of the computer system prior to 
performing a boot of the computer, the data stmcture including a unique identifier for 
each mass storage device and the location of each mass storage device within the 
rearranged boot order(see paragraph 0020, lines 3-6). 

As to claim 5, Nunn et al. discloses the method wherein rearranging the boot 
order of the mass storage devices comprises identifying a previous location in the boot 
order for each mass storage device in the computer system by locating a unique 
identifier in the previously stored data structure matching the mass storage device (see 
paragraph 0028), and rearranging the location in the current boot order for each mass 
storage device so that each device retains the same relative position in the boot order 
as the previous location(see paragraph 0028). 
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As to claim 6, Nunn et al. discloses a computer-readable medium (memory 130, 
see Fig. 1) having computer-executable instructions (BIOS 140. see Fig. 1) stored 
thereon, the instructions operative to provide the method stated in previous claims when 
executed by a computer (system 100, see Fig. 1). 

As to claim 7, Nunn et al. discloses a computer-controlled apparatus (processor 
110, see Fig. 1) operative to perform the method stated in previous claims. 

As to claim 8, Nunn et al. discloses a method for maintaining a boot order (see 
paragraph 0018, line 2) that defines the order in y\/h\ch a computer system (system 100, 
see Fig. 1) attempts to perform an initial program load from one or more mass storage 
devices (Devices 150A-C, see Fig. 1) within the computer system, the method 
comprising determining a status associated with at least one change bit data field to 
detemiine prior to attempting to perform the initial program load whether a configuration 
change to the computer system was made(see paragraph 0023, lines 3-8), and if the 
status associated with the at least one change bit data field indicates that a 
configuration change to the computer system was made(see paragraph 0022), then 
identifying each mass storage device currently in the system that was also installed at a 
previous boot of the system (see paragraph 0023, lines 3-8). Nunn also discloses 
detemnining the location of each mass storage device currently in the system in a boot 
order used during the previous boot by utilizing data stored at the previous boot (see 
paragraph 0023, lines 3-8), and arranging a cun-ent boot priority for each device 
currently in the system that was also installed at the previous boot so that the mass 
storage devices currently in the system are in the same order as they were during the 
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previous boot (see paragrapli 0022). Nunn further discloses identifying each device 
currently in the system that was not installed at the previous boot based on the data 
stored at the previous boot (see paragraph 0022, lines 1-3), and assigning a boot 
priority to each mass storage device currently in the system that was not installed at the 
previous boot at the end of the boot order (see paragraph 0022, lines 16-19). 

As to claim 9, Nunn et al. discloses the method wherein the data stored at the 
previous boot comprises data that uniquely identifies each mass storage device and 
provides the boot priority of each mass storage device in the previous boot order (see 
paragraph 0028). 

As to claim 10, Nunn et al. discloses the method wherein the data stored at the 
previous boot Is stored in a non-volatile memory (non-volatile memory, see paragraph 
0020 lines 2-3) of the computer system after the current boot order has been 
detemriined (see paragraph 0020, lines 3-6). 

As to claim 1 1 , Nunn et al. discloses a computer-readable medium (memory 130. 
see Fig. 1) having computer-executable instructions (BIOS 140, see Fig. 1) stored 
thereon, the instructions operative to provide the method stated in previous claims when 
executed by a computer (system 100, see Fig. 1). 

As to claim 12, Nunn et al. discloses a computer-controlled apparatus (processor 
110, see Fig. 1) operative to perform the method stated in previous claims. 

As to claim 13, Nunn et al. discloses a computer system (system 100, see Fig. 1) 
operative to attempt an initial program load from one or more mass storage devices 
(Devices 150A-C, see Fig. 1) according to a defined boot order (see paragraph 0018, 
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line 2), the computer system comprising a central processing unit (processor 110, see 
Fig. 1), and the one or more mass storage devices. Nunn further discloses a non- 
volatile memory (non-volatile memory, see paragraph 0020 lines 2-3) storing a basic 
input/output system (BIOS 140, see Fig. 1)) executable on the central processing unit, 
the BIOS operative to provide a facility for specifying the boot order, to detennine prior 
to attempting an initial program load of the computer system whether a configuration 
change to the computer system was made since a previous boot of the computer 
system that would effect the boot order (see paragraph 0023, lines 3-8), wherein the 
configuration change comprises removing one or more of the one or more mass storage 
devices from the computer system(see paragraph 0021, lines 10-14), and, in response 
to determining that a configuration change was made that would effect the boot order, to 
rearrange the boot order of the mass storage devices so that the mass storage devices 
are booted in the order used prior to the configuration change(see paragraph 0022), 
wherein the BIOS is operative to remove an entry corresponding to the removed mass 
storage device from the boot order to rearrange the boot order of the mass storage 
devices(see paragraph 0022, lines 3-7). 

As to claim 14, Nunn et al. discloses the computer system wherein the BIOS Is 
further operative to store data (entry, see paragraph 0020, line 3) in the non volatile 
memory, the data including a unique identifier for each mass storage device and the 
location of each mass storage device within the rearranged boot order (see paragraph 
0020, lines 3-6). 
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As to claim 15, Nunn et al. discloses the computer system wherein the BIOS is 
operative to store the data in the non-volatile memory prior to a boot of the computer 
system (see paragraph 0020, lines 1-3 and paragraph 0021, lines 1-3). 

As to claim 16, Nunn et al. discloses the computer system wherein the BIOS is 
further operative to identify a previous location in the boot order for each mass storage 
device in the computer system by locating a unique identifier in the previously stored 
data matching the mass storage device (see paragraph 0028), and rearrange the 
location in the current boot order for each mass storage device so that each device 
retains the same relative position in the boot order as the previous location(see 
paragraph 0028). 



Response to Arguments 
2. Applicant's arguments filed 3/6/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that Nunn does not teach or suggest a method or 
computer system operative for maintaining a boot order that defines the order in which 
the computer system attempts to perform initial program load from one or more mass 
storage devices within the computer. Examiner disagrees as Nunn discloses a method 
and system(IOO) operative for maintaining a boot order(see paragraph 0018, line 2) that 
defines the order in which the system(IOO) attempts to perform a "boot event" from 
Devices(150a-c) within the system(see paragraph 0018). 
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Conclusion 



3. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of tlie extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Brown whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5932. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:00am to 
3:30pm(EST). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIRS) system. Status information for the 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications are available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see httD://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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